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Participatory approaches, tools, and methods haeerhe a buzzword and
common practice in development programmes througti@uworld. Institutions of
participatory development, specialised expertisel, @ body of knowledge relating
to participatory development, developed over tis¢ ¢cauple of decades, are now an
important part of the development literature. Wdasr much of the theory and
practice in the Development Economics has beendbaseop-down models, they
are being replaced by bottom-up participatory etf@ts to ensure that socio-
economic needs of the poor and the vulnerable ateThere is ample evidence that
participation strategies have been quite successthle realisation of economic and
social objectives.

This book, which is divided in three parts, introds participatory
development communication concepts, discusses #ee ai effective two-way
communication approaches, and presents a methoddtmgplan, develop, and
evaluate communication strategies. It also sugdestsresearchers and practitioners
can improve the communication with local commusiténd other stakeholders. Of
the three parts, Role, Methodology, and Tools oftilpatory Development
Communication, the first part presents participatdevelopment communication
and elaborates the notions of development commtioica development,
participation and research-action. It defines tlmbes of research teams and
practitioners in using communication to facilitatemmunity participation, and
includes historical evidence, major trends, andt$irof Participatory Development
Communication (PDC).

The second part, introduces a methodological approtor planning
communication strategies. The methodology dealsh wdtagnosing, planning,
intervening and making assessments. An integrai@uhimg and action model for
using PDC is presented. In this part the autharudises establishing a relationship
and understanding with a local community; involvipepple in the identification of
a development problem, potential solutions, an@@ion to implement; identifying
the different community groups and stakeholders wiite identified problem (or
goal) and the action to carry out to solve the [mat) identifying communication
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needs, objectives and activities; choosing appat@ricommunication tools;
preparing and pre-testing communication content amaterial; facilitating the
building up of partnership and collaboration; prodg an implementation plan;
planning monitoring, documentation and evaluatiand planning, sharing, and
utilisation of results. The first three steps agtated to diagnosis, the next three to
planning, and another three to intervention or expentation, the last being
assessment.

The third part discusses the conditions for effectutilisation of some
communication tools in the participatory approathese are split into different
headings, viz., interpersonal communication; growgdia; traditional media; mass
media; information and communication technologie®ls. The interpersonal
communication section deals with the common didonsand debate; visioning
sessions; focus group discussions; PRA techniquas; playing; visits, tours,
workshops, and exhibition tools. The effectivenesdiscussion and debate resides
in the complementarities with other activities; fekample, discussions with a
smaller and more focused group. The group mediés tdiscusses photography,
drawing, flip charts, posters and banners, videmndings, and audio recordings.
The traditional media tools consist of theatre,gsprmusic, sayings, and stories.
Under mass media, rural radio, local press, arelitgbns are discussed as tools.
The information and communication technologies gocbver the computer as a
slide-show projector, as well as the use of therimt. In this part author also
identifies communications tools for different kinflapplications.

PDC, a part of the Participatory Reflection andiéwt{(PRA) approach, is an
informal qualitative approach involving communitieee sustainable development
projects and development research. No doubt conuation is essential, but it is
insufficient by itself if the material, human, afidancial resources needed to carry
out the development initiative are not availablee Tcommunity’s participation and
appropriation of their own development helps inotese mobilisation for
development activities.

The challenge is to enable participatory approatcbespread and improve.
Moreover, it needs to be ensured that participadpproaches are not misused. It has
been observed that they have been misused to epvsloppy, rushed, and biased
work, but the author fails to mention the limitaioof the participatory approach.
Moreover, it would have been useful if some emalritiustrations, case studies,
results and findings were provided while discussitifferent PDC tools and
approaches, as well as possibly pictures relatecerteironmental and natural
resource management.

In the annex, the author discusses the major trendgevelopment
communication, i.e., an approach that favouredelagple actions and relied on the
mass media, and an approach that promoted grassrostmunication (also called
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community communication), promoting small-scalejgcts and relying especially
on small media (videos, poster, slide presentat&n,). Strangely, though, the
citations have not been documented.

The volume is a good addition to the literaturepafticipatory development.
It may help them improve the relevant skills andggibly influence the course of
change.
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