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Employment Pattern and Extent of Under-utilisation of 
Manpower in Rural Baran; Areas of Pakistan 

SABUR GHA YUR 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The barani (rain-fed) region accounts for about a fifth of the cultivated area 
in Pakistan. It has the potential to significantly increase crop production levels. 
Similarly, considerable scope exists in this area for the development of forests, fruit 
and vegetable gardening, pasture and stock rearing. Most of the natural resources 
are also found in this tract. Its hilly areas possess a vast potential for tourism. 
Besides, significant opportunities exist for irrigation and hydroelectric power 
generation. An optimum utilisation of all this potential, obviously, is employment
generating and income-augmenting. 

Despite all such realisations this region as a whole, unfortunately, is 
identified as the least attended to area in terms of provision of socio-physical 
infrastructure, other development programmes and, even, research work. This led to 
a deterioration of the employment situation in the barani region as a whole. A poor 
information base and analysis thereof on employment and manpower related 
variables is also the consequence of such a treatment to this area. I 

This paper, using the data of a field survey, tries to fill, though partly, the 
vacuum on employment and related variables in the rural barani region. An attempt 
is made here to record and analyse the labour force participation rates, employment 
pattern (main economic activities) and unemployment/underemployment levels 
prevailing in the rural baran; areas of the provinces of the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province (NWFP). 

2. THE DATA 

This paper is based on a sub-set of data generated by a sample survey 
conducted during 1985-86 of the baran; villages and households. The survey, on the 
basis of 0.05 percent coverage of rural households, yielded 845 respondents, 575 

Sabur Ghayur is Scientific Expert and Programme Coordinator, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Pakistan 
Office, Islamabad. 

Author's Note: I would like to acknowledge the excellent secretarial services provided by Malik M. 
Rashid. 

ISome of the policy initiatives and investigative work in the barani areas is the Report of Punjab 
. Barani Conunission (1976); Naqvi (1988); Mian (1981) and establishment of (i) Agency for Barani Areas 

Development (ABAD), (ii) Murree-Kahuta Development Authority, and (iii) Sindh Arid Zone Development 
Authority (ZARZDA). 




















