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1. INTRODUCTION 

Investment in human capital is as important for growth as physical capital. 
The objective of this paper is to establish the importance of some factors, that affect 
the decision of a household to send their children who are of school going age, 
between 5-14 years, to school in urban areas. 

This paper is divided into five sections, Section 2 reviews the relevant 
schooling literature for Pakistan. Section 3 points some theoretical hypotheses 
describing the data and Section 4 presents the analysis, and finally Section 5 
presents some conclusions. 

2. A SUMMARY LITERATURE SURVEY OF mE DEMAND FOR 
SCHOOLING IN THE CONTEXT OF PAKISTAN 

So far in Pakistan, limited work has been done in this field. Irfan using the 
PLMI survey data, concluded that the socio-economic status of a household is 
positively related to children's schooling. However, this may be a limited 
explanation. 

Lack of schools and socio-cultural norms also play an important role to keep 
children away from school, especially in the case of girls. Moreover, Irfan's analysis 
is limited to 10-14 years of age, whereas it is more important to examine the 5-9 
years old age cohort. 

Burney and Irfan again using the same PLM data set, carried out a more 
comprehensive analysis for both urban and rural Pakistan, and concluded that 
household income, parental education and tenurial status with respect to land has a 
positive impact on a household's decision to send a child to school. 

We agree with the importance of parents' education, but consider that 
decisions taken by the head of the household also plays an important role, especially 
in case of girls. 

*Owing to unavoidable circumstances, the discussant's comments on this paper have not been 
received. 
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